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(ANXMy Grand Father’s Legacy

Venerable Acariya Thoon Khippapanyo was a wise grandpa who knew me better than |
knew myself. The deep meanings inherent in each of his symbolic words or actions dynamically
unveiled new significance at each turn in my life. The first time | realized this was in Chicago
of 1999, when | was sixteen years of age. | had finished bowing to pay my respects and to
bid farewell to Acariya Thoon, as he casually inquired whether | liked to go to Thailand. | curtly
replied, “no, it's too hot,” to which he asked, “where does hot or cold exist?” | admitted that
“hot or cold lies within the mind.” Acariya Thoon then posed a question: if a snake is chucked
at me, would | first look for the person who threw it, or find a way to capture the snake? |
said, seize the snake. Through these analogies, Acariya Thoon showed me how to deal with my
teenage crises by first understanding the truth: that my perception of liking or disliking anything
was not externally generated, but spawned from within my own mind. He proceeded to show
me that the solution was focusing on pinpointing and destroying the true cause of the matter
instead of assigning blame. These lessons would continue to be priceless weapons used to
strike down any suffering that arose in my life.

Most people only have one mother, but thanks to Acariya Thoon, | have three. He told
me to ask a highly revered nun to be my mother in dhamma after bestowing me with my first
dhamma lesson. She was the ultimate model nun: gentle, diplomatic, wise, and kind. By
presenting myself as her daughter in dhamma, | was made to clearly see everything that |
wasn’t, but could strive to become if | just put my mind to it. Years later, when Acariya Thoon
gave me away to my third mother, he first told me about her unique singing talent and her
skilled worldly accomplishments. That evening, we proceeded with the ritual that tied me to my
elegant new mother and beautiful new sister. Acariya Thoon’s perplexing actions forced me to
line up my mothers and my priorities. | realized the decision | had to make: would | choose
worldly perfection or would | get back on track and strive for ultimate emancipation? | was
pushed to consider the consequences and came to realize that even the ultimate achievements
in the world entailed suffering. | was re-motivated to pursue my dhamma practice with full
steam ahead.

| also learned a great deal from Acariya Thoon when he appeared in one of my dreams.
| sat in a chair and Acariya Thoon pushed me with his arm. | was not ready and fell off of the
chair. He pushed me again and | resisted the pressure so strongly that | fell off the chair
again. The third time, he pushed and pulled on my shoulder and | gradually learned to lean

back and forth without being unseated. | woke up and realized that Acariya Thoon was

oce



showing me how to react to situations around me. | did not have to be swayed by what
others did or said, nor did | have to resist with all my might. If | learned how to adapt to
stimuli around me and go with the flow, | could simultaneously remain firmly planted in my
foundational principles.

Acariya Thoon is the shining beacon that illuminated the unhidden truths of the world
and showed me the path to self-betterment. Because of Acariya Thoon, my family now has
conversations filled with laughter, | can listen to others without dying to interrupt, and | have
learned how to back down when it is appropriate. Acariya Thoon uncomplicated dhamma and
provided me with a precious shortcut for eliminating suffering. | don’t have to waste time
pointing fingers and comforting myself by attributing my anxieties to external stimuli; It's me. It
always has been, and always will be. | am the sole cause for my frustration and happiness.
Acariya Thoon has helped me see that once | realize that | have caused my suffering, | can
proceed to correct my false assumptions, and develop paradigms aligned with the truth.

Like a truly selfless billionaire, Acariya Thoon wanted everyone in the world to benefit
from his simple methods of dhamma practice, so that we could all be free of misunderstanding
and worldly afflictions. | will never be able to repay his infinite compassion and patience, but |
can only strive to be a vehicle that delivers Venerable Acariya Thoon’s message to the world.
The world is a little darker with Venerable Acariya Thoon’s passing, but his light is one that will
burn eternally in dhamma. Let us put our candles to his flame and spread his legacy of
dhamma.

Neecha Thian-Ngern,
San Francisco, CA, USA.
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(ANNew Language

It was in May 1999, in Arkansas, US.A., where | first met Phra Ajarn Luang Por Thoon
Khippapanyo. When | picked up one of his books and started reading, | had no comprehension
of what | had read. It was like reading a foreign language book. Even though | was born in
Bangkok into a Buddhist family, Luang Por Thoon’s Buddhist Dhamma written in his books was
puzzlingly new to me.

Unlike what | had read from most Dhamma books and had practiced at a few Dhamma
centers in Thailand, Luang Por’'s way of teaching and practicing were what the Buddhist
majority would have called “unconventional.”

This writing is not to debate but to celebrate my own personal journey of a Buddhist
path. | feel | still have a long way to go. But learning a new language is also about;

1. Practicing: keep memorizing, learning, and understanding vocabularies — one new
vocabulary a day. Everything around us can be taken as a new vocabulary to the language of
“anicca-dukkha-anatta”.

2. Imitating: those around us — our friends, colleagues, family members, and people we
don’t know - they are our teachers. Be thankful that they are the mirrors for us to see
ourselves.

3. Living: in the community that speak the same new language. It is one effective way
of improving our speaking skills.

4. Reading: everything written in the new language. This is to speed up the
comprehension of the language.

5. Having Faith: believe and trust in the new language and the teacher - Phra Ajarn
Luang Por Thoon Khippapanyo.

Again, this is a personal journey. One has to find one own way of traveling vehicles and
paths. One can count on the conventional “it's the journey, not the destination.” However, the
destination is still personal and to each his or her own.

This writing is my gratitude to our One Teacher — Phra Ajarn Luang Por Thoon Khippapanyo

May he be our Teacher at all times ...

Joy Aswalap
University of North Texas Denton, Texas, U.S.A.
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